
Division Four’s next meeting will be Friday March 11, 2016

Social time starts at 7:00 pm
Business meeting     7:30 pm
 

    Church of the Redeemer
23500 Center Ridge Road
Westlake Ohio 44145           (just east of Center Ridge and Clague)

The Mid Central Region’s convention is coming soon.  One benefit of 
attending a convention is the opportunity to visit locations on the way  
or while returning home.  Last year’s convention provided a chance for 
a slight detour to visit Thurmond West Virginia.

Mid Central Regional

Convention

Registration Forms
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Herbie’s Rumblings

Herbie:
	 Help 
	 Every 
	 Railroader 
	 Become 
	 Injury 
	 Exempt

March 2016

The Division Four Board met last month – Minutes of that meeting are attached. Two key items were under dis-
cussion, the first being where to go for this year’s field trip. There were a number of suggestions, but it appears 
that the selection has been narrowed to two or three choices* – they are: 1.  The Pennsylvania Trolley Museum; 
2.  a trip to Scenic Express for a Make and Take session, and 3. possibly Entertrainment Junction. There will be 
some brief information of these choices at the March meeting, where attendees will be asked their preference. 

The second key item was a decision by the Board to host the 2019 Mid-Central Regional Convention. The last 
time Division Four hosted one was in 2008, so it’s really our turn. We will start putting a committee together 
shortly after getting the nod from the Region at its April Board meeting.

As I said last month, five of us went up to the Amherst Show in Springfield, Mass. We passed out some info for 
our Show and talked to some potential dealers.  

At next week’s meeting, Frank Bongiovanni will give a presentation on the upcoming Regional Convention in Columbus – 
I encourage all you to try to attend (April 28 through May 1). Also, the registration packets are now available for the 2016 
NMRA National Convention to be held in Indianapolis - July 3 – 10. You can get download the packet from the convention 
website - www.nmra2016.org/ .

Other news - Our module group will be setting up at Railfest - March 19th and 20th. Also, Division One has struc-
ture kits in N & HO that they are selling. Information is on their website. They also have N scale AC&Y cars for sale.

Don’t forget to take home a few DVD’s from our library. See Chuck in the Company Store. And, see me if you 
want to check out a set of Fast Tracks tools. Several members have started using the Fast Tracks tools – there will 
be a few samples as “show and tell” at the meeting.

See you there

Steve Kaplan 
Superintendent - Division 4 MCR 

* If distance is a consideration: The trolley museum and Scenic Express are both a short distance from Pitts-
burgh, and Entertrainment Junction is between Dayton and Cincinnati.
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Birthdays in March
Michael Bahntge
Terrance Byrne
Louis Falk
Frank Foti
Dennis Gamble
Bryan Harko
Philip Imka
David Johnson
Harry Lever
Lawrence Madson
Eric Newberry
Ralph Peshek
Paul (Bud) Spierling
Donald Stettin
Richard Ulmer

One New Member (or Several, Actually)

Susan Pryor and Family!

Losses

We regret to announce the passing of Phil Bartek and John Ritt.  Phil had a beautiful and well attended service at Old 
Stone Church several weeks ago.  The service for John, who was a past Trustee of the Division, has not been arranged yet.  
Both of these gentlemen had many friends in the Division and will be missed.

Membership  

Bill and Billy Ferry, Membership

Minutes from the last BOD meeting and February meeting were not available for 
this Flatwheel.
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The Mid Central Region’s annual convention will be held April 28 through May 
1, 2016 at the Embassy Suites-West in Dublin Ohio.  Friday will feature a tour of 
the Age of Steam Roundhouse.   There are a lot of clinics, including some by Divi-
sion 4’s Bruce Brintnall MMR, Frank Bongiovanni, and Ron Morgan.  Division 4 
normally has a good representation in the model contest.  The banquet and other 
activities will provide additional fun.  

For complete information, see 
http://2016convention.div6-mcr-nmra.org/home_B.html 
(or go to nmra.org and select Regions then MCR Region to get a link to the site).

Registration forms are on pages 13 & 14
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May Layout Tours for Division 4

On Sunday, May 15, we’ve been invited to visit the layouts of Chuck Klein, Ted Ondrish, The Strongsville Society of Model 
Railroaders, Denny Whitaker, and Myron Krajewski.  It will be interesting to see the progress these fellows have made since 
our last visits.

On Saturday, May 21 we’ll visit three more layouts.  Tom Businger, Rich Mayich, and the Novak men have invited us.  This 
will be the first open house for Rich, and Tom practically has a new layout since we were last there.  

Please mark your calendar now and save the dates for these great opportunities.    Even if you do not regularly attend 
the meetings of the Division, you will be most welcome at these open houses!  It’s great to meet these generous owners, 
ask questions, and get inspired.

John Hemsath
Layout Tour Co-Chair

Division 1 Layout Tour

Division 1 is inviting us for layout tours on Saturday March 12th.  If you are a Division 4 member in good standing, you 
should have already received specific information via email.

Annual Directors’ Meeting for Membership - this Month

The Directors (formerly Trustees) are required by our constitution and bylaws to conduct a meeting once a year to collec-
tively receive input from the Division’s membership.  While your are always welcome to share your opinions with Division 
officers,  this is your chance to present your idea(s) to multiple directors at once.  The meeting will take place at 7 pm, just 
before the usual membership meeting.

from Jim Moore
	 Director, Quad County

Raffle Report

The March raffle will be another fine theme raffle. Keeping with Dave Lawler’s contest, the theme of the raffle will be 
“Railroads that ran into or thru Cleveland”.   

The Raffle Dudes
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Yahoo - The Division has a Yahoo group available for mem-
bers.  Send your request to join to dave_wms@sbcglobal.net.  
It’s best to include “Division 4” in the subject line and include 
your  name.   
Members of the Yahoo Group receive an email when the Flat-
wheel PDF has been posted onto the website.  The group is 
private and does not appear on the Yahoo directory.

Uncredited photos:  D Williams. 

The Flatwheel  is published monthly (except during July and 
August) by Division Four of the Mid-Central Region (MCR) of 
the National Model Railroad Association (NMRA).      All  com-
ments are welcome, however, those views expressed in the 
Flatwheel do not necessarily reflect the opinion of the NMRA, 
MCR, or Division Four.
Deadline for the next Flatwheel is Thursday  March 24 2016 
The deadline is almost always 2 weeks and a day before the 
next general meeting.

The Flatwheel is no longer mailed.  

DIVISION FOUR OFFICERS

Superintendent
Steve Kaplan (216) 561-1648 spk@skaplanassociates.com

Assistant Superintendent
Lee Sheffield     lakeshorenyc@yahoo.com

Secretary
David James   h (440) 717-1778     c (440) 785-9907

Treasurer
Greg Noeth  gjnoeth@yahoo.com (216) 789-2086

Trustee East
Fred Obreza chevy5664@sbcglobal.net   (216) 587-4419

Trustee Quad County
Jim Moore  moorez@aol.com h (419) 684-5833

Trustee West
Dave Williams h(440) 838-4996 dave_wms@sbcglobal.net

Trustee at Large
Larry Madson (440) 934-2643 lmadson@roadrunner.com

Trustee at Large
John Hemsath hemsathj@gmail.com  (440) 871-9676

Great Berea Train Show
David James  h (440) 717-1778     c (440) 785-9907

Achievement
Bruce Brintnall MMR

Layouts
John and Tom Hemsath
hemsathj@gmail.com

Contests
David Lawler

Historian/Archivist
Frank Bongiovanni

Raffle
Mike Klein

Company Store
Chuck Klein

Clinics
Larry Madson

Flatwheel Editor
Dave Williams

Elected

Appointed

Modules
Scott Benson

N.O.A.R.S.  Representative
Dave Williams

Webmaster
Ben Lanza

Membership 
Bill & Billy Ferry

Refreshments
Joe Filipiak

	
  

Union Depot coupon provided through Joe Kurelic 
MMR.  Offer subject to change without notice.

Training Day
Gary Schaefer

david.j@brtcharter.com

david.j@brtcharter.com
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Upcoming Events

March 18-20, 2016  Railfest  10 am to 4 pm, Lakeland Community College, Kirtland OH  I-90 exit 193 onto Rt 306 south 

April 23, 2016 Division 2 Jamboree, Pittsburgh PA  see www.keystonedivision.org/jamboree.html

 April 28 - May 1, 2016 Mid Central Regional Convention, Columbus OH 
   see 2016convention.div6-mcr-nmra.org/home_B.html

 July 3 - 10, 2016 NMRA National Convention Indianapolis, IN   see www.nmra2016.org/

Railfest Volunteers Needed

We need to provide people to work the NMRA membership table on Saturday and Sunday.  You get free admission in 
exchange for your two hour shift.  See Bill Ferry at the March meeting to find your time slot. 
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Contest Corner
Dave Lawler

The February contest was for My Favorite Truck with another outstanding selection from which to choose.
There were 16 entries and 40 votes and the results are as follows:
 
1st: Len Sherry
 
2nd: George Keller
 
3rd: John Hemsath
 
Honorable Mention: Tom McInerney
 
And here are the point standings:

1st: George Keller (14)

2nd: Rich Mayich (13)

3rd: Jim Grell (12)

4th: Dave Lawler (11)

5th: Joe Filipiak, John Hemsath, Tom McInerney (9 each)
 

A reminder that the March contest is for a locomotive ( steam, diesel, electric, fireless or ? ) that ran on a Cleveland area 
railroad.

Think: NYC, PRR, NKP, W&LE, ERIE, B&O, N&W, NS, CSX, N&SS, AMTRK, LS&MS, CCC&St.L, Lake Terminal, AC&Y, CUT, CEI 
(Avon Lake),

Cuyahoga Valley, FP&E, River Terminal etc.  Surely everyone can come up with a locomotive from one of these.
Remember, Locomotives only please, NO DIORAMAS!
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The Clinic Corner

March 2016
Bob Orlando and Alan Arthur
LEDS for Model Railroading

For this program, Bob and Al will show us how to apply LED lighting for buildings, for track occupancy, plus neon lighting 
for buildings. Bob will show how to solder the LEDS in sections and how to solder neon lighting. Bob will also show how to 
add resistors to the LEDS to dim them, how to apply shrink wrap on the wire and info  on where to buy the material.  Al will 
show how he applies LEDS for track occupancy. 

Clinics Wanted

Help!!!! I need a program for May. If any of you would like to share your modeling techniques, knows of someone 
I could contact for a program, or has a suggestion for a program topic, please contact me as soon as possible. If you have 
contacted me previously about a program, please take time to remind me again.

Larry Madson
lmadson@roadrunner.com
440-934-2643 or 440-864-2305
Thanks, Larry

Clinic Presentation Aids
Division 4 has a digital projector available for use by division members for presenting clinic programs in digital format. 

We now also have a carousel slide projector with carousels. The division also has a video camera available for program 
enhancement. Anyone wishing to use the camera or the projectors for their program, contact Larry Madson. 

Larry Madson 
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Area Hobby Shops One in a series by Joe Kurilec MMR

photos provided by Joe Kurilec MMR

Ormandy’s
10 Public Square

Medina, OH
330-722-1019

Ormandy’s is located in the center of Medina 
Square. Use I-71 for a fast way to get to Medina, 
Ohio.
Many members will recognize the name Nor-
mandy’s from the many years of donating door 
prizes to Division 4’s
Great Berea Train Show (Carnival of Model Rail-
roading).

Parking around Medina Square is easy and close to Orman-
dy’s. Notice to the right of Ormandy’s awning is the wording 
“Museum”. Up stairs is a great collection of all scale model 
railroad items!
When we visited Ormandy’s, they more than pleased to open 
the museum up for our viewing. It is well worth it!

When you enter Ormandy’s, you’ll be greeted to a LARGE selec-
tion of model railroad products! A trip up and down the isles 
will find many items, some are hard to find! Take your time and 
view the store, display cases and shelves as all items are very 
interesting.

Ormandy’s is stocked with a good selection of model supplies. 
Walthers, Atlas, Woodland scenic, Marklin, Lionel and many other 
manufacturers are ready for you.

The Ormandy museum upstairs is a real treat. There is a small but 
interesting layout, a ton of collectable models of all scales. Brass, 
Lionel, G scale engines, freight and passenger cars.
When you visit Ormandy’s make sure to view this wonderful mu-
seum.



11March 2016 Flatwheel

Division Four Hobby Shops
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Rails to the Capital 
Registration Form 

Division 6, Mid-Central Region, NMRA Inc. 

The Buckeye Division 
 

Primary registrant Must be an NMRA member at the time of the Convention 

 
Primary Registrant Badge Name  __________________________________Registration No.  _____________ 
 
NMRA No.  __________________  Region  _________________________  Division  ____________________ 
 
Street Address  ___________________________________________________________________________ 
 
City  ________________________________________          State  ____________              Zip  _____________ 
 
Phone  _______________________  E-mail  ____________________________________________________ 
 
Number of persons attending  ________  Names of others  ______________________________________

__ 
Activity assignment will be based on a first- come first- served basis. 
Make check payable to:  Div. 6 MCR-NMRA Convention. 
Mail to:  Rails to the Capital, c/o Jim Borcz, Registrar 
180 Kingsmeadow Ln, Blacklick, Ohio 43004 
614-577-0498                 e-mail:  jimborcz@wowway.com 
 

Room reservation should be made directly with the Convention hotel 
Embassy Suites-West, 5100 Upper Metro Place, Dublin, Ohio, 43017 
1-800-220-9219                  (hotel direct)  1-614-790-9000 
Mention (room code) NMR when making reservations.                  Rate $129.00/night + tax 

2016convention.div6-mcr-nmra.org 

Item Quantity Price Amount 

  
Early Basic Registration 

(through Feb. 15, 2016) 
  $75.00   

Regular Registration 

(after Feb. 15, 2016) 

  $80.00   

6 month Rail Pass ( per person)   $  9.95   

Family Members (same household)   $25.00   

  Total   

(Total from back page)   

  Grand Total   
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